
$5/car for
day use;
$20/season pass

CAROLINA 7 CONNECTIONS

SPECIAL DAY-USE AREAS

Prices subject
to change

PISGAH NATIONAL FOREST COMMENTS
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CAROLINA HEMLOCKS
From BURNSVILLE, take US 19E for 5 miles. Turn right 
on NC 80 for 9 miles.

COLD SPRING
From I-40, west of CANTON, take Harmon Den exit. 
Travel northeast on FR 148 for 3.7 miles.

CRADLE OF FORESTRY IN AMERICA
From BREVARD, take US 64E to US 276. Turn left and 
follow US 276N for 11 miles.
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ELK FALLS
From ELK PARK on US 19E, follow signs to SR 1305 (Elk 
River Rd.), and go 4.5 miles.

LAKE POWHATAN
From ASHEVILLE, take I-26E to exit 33. Turn left NC 191S 
for 4 miles. Turn right on Bent Creek Ranch Rd., go 3.5 miles.
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MAX PATCH
From HOT SPRINGS, take NC 209S for 7.3 miles to SR 
1175. Go south on SR 1175 for 5.3 miles.Take SR 1181 about 
3.5 miles to end. Turn right on SR1182 for 1.5 miles. 

MURRAY BRANCH
From HOT SPRINGS, take 25/70W across bridge, turn left 
at end of bridge, then right on SR 1304. Go 4 miles.

NORTH MILLS RIVER 
From ASHEVILLE, take I-26E to exit 33. turn left on NC 
191S for 13.3 miles. Turn right on SR 1345, go 5 miles.

ROAN MOUNTAIN 
From BAKERSVILLE, Take NC 261N for 13 miles.

ROCKY BLUFF 
Take HOT SPRINGS, take NC 209S for 3.3 miles. Rocky 
Bluff is on left.

SLIDING ROCK
From BREVARD, take US 64E to US 276. Turn left and 
follow US 276N for 8 miles.

TABLE ROCK
From MORGANTON, take NC 181N. Turn left onto Ginger-
cake Acres Rd., which becomes FR 210. Turn right on FR 99.
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April 10-Nov. 1. On South Toe River. Popular for 
swimming and tubing. For picnic shelter reservations, 
call 877-444-6777.
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WISEMANS VIEW
From the town of  LINVILLE FALLS, turn right on NC 183. 
Go 1 mile to SR 1238, Kistler Memorial Hwy. (gravel.)
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Open all year. Pretty picnic spot in heart of Harmon 
Den. Fish in Cold Spring Creek. Appalchian/Hot 
Springs Unit: 828-622-3202.
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f Wc April 16-Nov. 6. Forest Discovery Center has exhibits 
& movie. Explore two 1-mile trails. Pink Beds Picnic 
Area next door. Pisgah District: 828-877-3130.

$3/car
for day use

No fee

$5/adult; 
free: 15 & under;
$30/season pass

Open all year. Short trail leads to picturesque 50-foot 
waterfall. Appalachian/Burnsville Unit: 828-682-6146.

d
w

  49

41

 59

47

  37

 63

62 V

gF

d
g

d
g

gF

f

f

f

w
w
6

j

m
V

No fee

No fee

$3/car for 
day use; 
$20/season pass

$3/car;
$15/season pass

No fee 
for day use

$1/person;
free: 6 & under

No fee

No fee
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May 1-Oct. 31. Swimming beach with lifeguards in 
summer. Accessible fishing pier. Season pass is also 
good for North Mills River. Pisgah District: 818--877-

Open all year. Two loop trails. (1.4 & 2.4 miles) to 
grassy summit. Crossed by Appalachian Trail. Fishing 
pond. Appalachian/Hot Springs Unit: 828-622-3202.

Open all year. Picnic, fish along French Broad River. 
Walk the short River Ridge Loop Trail. Picnic shelter. 
Appalachian/Hot Springs Unit: 828-622-3202.

April 1-Oct. 31. Trails nearby for hikers, bikers, & 
horses. Season pass is also good for Lake Powhatan. 
Pisgah District: 828-877-3265.

May-Sept. Renowned for rhododendron gardens, grassy 
balds, spruce-fir forests. Short trails and Appalachian 
Trail. Appalachian/Burnsville Unit: 828-682-6146.

May 1-Oct. 31. Walk the 1.2-mile Spring Creek Loop 
Trail that leads to Spring Creek, a trout-fishing creek. 
Appalachian/Hot Springs Unit: 828-622-3202.

Open all year for viewing. Restrooms open Memorial 
Day-Labor Day. No alcohol or picnicking. Lifeguards 
on duty in season. Pisgah District: 828-877-3265.

April 1-Dec. 31. Short trails travel the rim of Linville 
Gorge to Table Rock’s summit and to the Chimneys. 
Grandfather District: 828-652-2144.

Open all year. Spectacular view of Linville Gorge. 
Drive slowly on rough gravel road. Grandfather Dis-
trict: 828-652-2144.
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 The Carolina Hemlocks Rec-
reation Area’s rich legacy of offering 
recreation began in the mid-1930s 
when the Civilian Conservation 
Corps built the campground. The 
corps established the area, complete 
with a campfire ring and a small dam 
in the South Toe River. Today the 
dam creates a swimming hole that 
visitors enjoy.
 The Civilian Conservation 
Corps, active from 1933 to 1942, 
provided manpower for a decade 
of construction. Established as an 
emergency work program, the corps 
gave jobs to thousands of young men 
hit by the depression. The “CCC 
boys” built miles of roads and trails, 
planted thousands of trees, installed 
telephone line, and constructed fire 
towers and recreation sites.

Carolina Hemlocks’ recreation legacy continues

 Today Carolina Hemlocks offers two paved 
camping loops split by NC 80. Each of the 36  
campsites has a table, fire grill, and lantern post 
for tents and recreational vehicles. Drinking water 
and flush toilets are in both loops. Open from 
mid-April to October, campsites are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The Cradle 
of Forestry Interpretive Association runs the 
campground under a concessionaire permit. 
 Carolina Hemlocks is popular for picnicking, 
swimming, tubing, fishing, and hiking. Visitors 
can reserve a picnic pavilion through the National 
Recreation Reservation Service at 877-444-6777 
or on-line at reserveUSA.com.

 The South Toe River offers a refreshing swim 
or ride in an inner tube. Anglers enjoy trout 
fishing for rainbows and browns. The river is 
“hatchery supported” as it flows by Carolina 
Hemlocks and changes upstream to “catch and 
release, artificial flies only” in the vicinity of 

Black Mountain Campground. The 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commission posts regulation signs 
along the river. A State fishing 
license is required.
 Three trails offer a variety of 
adventures. Hemlock Trail is a 
beautiful, easy, 1-mile nature trail 
that starts near the picnic area. 
Blazed in yellow, the Hemlock 
Trail follows the South Toe River 
downstream and crosses NC 80. 
Following a steady grade, the trail 
meanders through cove hardwoods 
with benches available for resting.
 Colbert Ridge Trail begins about 
a mile from the campground. To 
reach the trail, take NC 80 north for 
half a mile and turn left on Colbert 
Creek Road. Follow the road for less 
than half a mile to the trailhead. 

 The 3.8-mile trail is steep and considered 
difficult, but it rewards hikers with great views 
of South Toe Valley and the Black Mountains. 
The trail ends in Deep Gap and joins the 12-mile 
Black Mountain Crest Trail.
 Buncombe Horse Range Trail is located 
another 0.4 mile up Colbert Creek Road. This 
steep 18.5-mile trail is open to horses. The trail 
travels through hardwood forest to high-elevation 
spruce-fir forest. This white-blazed horse trail 
ends at the road to Mt. Mitchell, but the trail 
connects to several other trails and offers a variety 
of long loops. Please note that horses are not 
allowed in Mt. Mitchell State Park.

The Civilian Conservation 
Corps built  the campground in 
the mid-1930s, complete with a 
campfire ring and small dam.
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FOREST SERVICE HISTORIC PHOTO
Visitors enjoy a picnic at one area built by the Civilian Conservation Corps.


